The role of genetic and environmental factors in the development of T-cell mediated allergic disease in early life.
Cognate immunity to inhalant allergens is virtually universal within the adult population, but in the majority of cases this does not progress to the development of persistent asthma. Accumulating evidence suggests that progression from moderate to severe allergic disease is associated with a series of host and environmental factors operative during early childhood which interact to increase risk for both allergic sensitisation and severe respiratory infection, within the same subjects.